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pathways out of poverty

This issue’s theme: New Beginnings

e recently met
a 38 year-old
woman with
albinism called
Beatrice. Her husband
threw her and their
children out of the house
because of pressure and
mistrust from his family.
In Uganda people with
albinism (who lack melanin
pigment in their skin and
appear white) are often
ostracised and regarded
with fear and suspicion.
Desperate about feeding
her young children,
Beatrice returned to her
former home to seek help.
This time she was brutally
attacked with a knife,
beaten and chased away in
fear of her life.
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A fresh start
for Beatrice

Although a qualified
teacher, Beatrice ended
up with no job, no

home and no food. Not
a penny with which to
feed her four children.
And she felt very

afraid. The police
ignored her saying

this was a ‘family affair’
about which they could
do nothing. She came to
us sobbing and seeking
safety, worried that the
severe knife wound on her
face would make her more
vulnerable to skin cancer.

With help from Advantage
Africa’s supporters like
you, Beatrice is now safe
with a roof over her head.
Her rent is paid and we’re
pursuing the case, as we
do with many others. She
and her children will not go
hungry today. We’ll ensure
that they eventually get
back on their feet following
her trauma. We’ll help
Beatrice to heal in all the
ways she needs to and to
find a secure source of
income with which to meet
her family’s basic needs.

Today, as always,

Your support is also helping women
with disabilities in Kenya to prevent
and respond to violence and abuse.
This work is led by our partner
Agnes Musembi (pictured).

we’ll be working
to prevent such
violence from
happening again
as we campaign
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Beatrice was given practical and
emotional help to recover from
her ordeal.

for greater understanding
about albinism and
people’s rights to a

life free from abuse,
discrimination and fear.
This includes striving to
prevent the skin cancer
that causes many people
with albinism to die
young. Your support

for Advantage Africa is
what makes this happen.
It enables people like
Beatrice to make a new
beginning, keep safe and
become self-reliant.

In this edition of
Milestones we explore
the theme of new
beginnings further,
with a report from a
life-changing project in
Katente, Uganda and
news of our new office
and Trustee board.

We hope you find it an
encouraging read.



F ro m a n g u i S h to j Oy The next time | visited Katente,

" the families had made a new
beginning - everything had
]n Katente, Uganda changed. They told me there
was no longer any illness
caused by dirty water. Malaria
had all but disappeared,
and with improved health
and a regular income they
were sending their children
to school. One grandmother
had been so successful in
rearing pigs that she was
passing on piglets to other
families and helping several
orphans to attend school

Advantage Africa’s Uganda
Programme Manager
Jane Betts reflects...

hen asked how
Advantage
Africa’s work
helps vulnerable
people, we often refer
to safe water, education,
income-generating skills
and improved health.
More difficult to describe
is the effect of our work
on people’s mental
health, resilience and
independence. Helping _
marginalised children As we \t,)vatlked Ina Iarlg,e
and adults to realise their . N group between people s
potential, form supportive “K":f:,','lf z:,':,'ﬁl.enity_ ‘ ' homes to see their
friendships and have the . livestock, there was
confidence to make a better

Most significantly, there
was a palpable sense of
optimism and unity across
the Katente community.

future for themselves and their B -ayratenand malana, poultry and pig sizes,
A . chronic poverty and fear camaraderie and iov. While

families is what really ensures ¢ o e de e future n Joy. VWi

our work has a lasting impact. ' these families were equipped
My meetings with widowed with practical resources and
mothers and grandmothers, skills to improve their lives, the
struggling daily for their process of learning together
families’ very survival, left through challenges

a deep impression on me. and successes had
| particularly remember transformed their
Justine, whose husband was outlook and they
dying from throat cancer delighted in each
and who sat in detached other’s company.
and silent anguish. Justine told me she

couldn’t find adequate

With a clear needs
words to express how

assessment, a successful

with her own grand-children.

friendly rivalry about respective

35 single parents What the Katente

W in Katente are .
rearing poultry for community say:
eggs, meat and a
sustainable income.

‘Many of us had never reared a single
chick before, but now we have the
skills to do so! The water too is
wonderful and we have plenty for

the birds - before we were going far
distances to collect and the hills
were so stressful. Now within two
minutes we can all get to the water!’

Harriet

much her life had
improved since we’d
first met. She was

full of excitement that
one of her pigs was
pregnant and that her
children were doing
well at school. Most of
all, she and her fellow
parents knew that a
brighter future was
theirs for the taking, ‘The water is wonderful. Diseases from
bolstered by mutual parents are rearing pigs. dirty water are out of Katente now.’

‘I’'m short of words. | can’t adequately
express how my life has changed
since the project began. I’'m so
grateful for the pigs and the feed and
vaccines to keep them healthy.’

Justine

support and friendship. Francis

Five years on, the families’ determination and : .
hard work has ensured their livestock rearing ‘We are moving from being
enterprises are still going strong and the poor to a different level.’
Katente community’s sustainable water supply Damali

is being used as a model of good practice in
other projects in Uganda. ‘The pig project is going well
and we have been really

. motivated to work together.
The manure from the
pigs is a good fertiliser
and I’m putting it on

my crops. | promise |

. N ~ | things going well!’
Justine before and - 5 P Martin
after the project. | '
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In April 2018 we held impact, strategic planning,
a week-long training fundraising, safeguarding,
workshop for all our finance, mental health
partner organisations and much more besides!
from Kenya and Uganda. Old friendships were
The workshop covered reinvigorated and new
project management for ones formed as everyone

. . reaffirmed their commitment

to serve the most !
.margi.nalised pe,o,ple Exchanging gifts and
in their communities. ; renewing friendships.
A highlight was a
visit to the nearby
village of Kirondo to
meet single-parent
families and see the
life-changing impact
of our work there.

Other new beginnings

Trustees work together, We will be launching
voluntarily, to lead and our new Strategic Plan
govern a charity, ensuring next year with a focus

it remains solvent and on expanding our sexual
well-managed and delivers abuse prevention and

the objectives for which albinism work and ensuring
it was set up. As several the long-term sustainability
of our trustees will be of our partner organisations
leaving soon, we have in East Africa.

refreshed our board, and

warmly welcome Pratima Following the sale

Dattani, George Mwaura, of our former office = .
Alice Githoni, Sandra building we’ve ¢
Golding, Mandy Smith and recently relocated

David Barnett to the team. to a first floor office AdVa ﬂtage AfriCa j p

Please keep us up-to-
date with any changes

of your home or email
address and let us know
if you'd rather not stay in
contact with Advantage
Africa so we can comply
with your wishes and data
protection law such as
the GDPR. Thank you.

We’re looking forward to on Olney High
gaining from their wealth of Street. Our new
experience and expertise. address is

You can find out more 9 High Street, Olney,
about them on the ‘Who’s Buckinghamshire,

Pathwg &S

Ut of poye, ty

who?’ page of our website. MK46 4EB.
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I'd like to make a single donation
to Advantage Africa

(Please turn over for regular monthly donations)

Here is my donation of:

Ce10o Oe2s Oeso Og100 Cle200

OR my own choice of £

Date:

i enclose a cheque/charity voucher made payable to Advantage Africa, or

Oriease charge my Visa / Mastercard / Delta / Maestro / Amex / Charitycard
Delete as applicable and write your card number below:

Security code

Start date / Expiry date / Issue number /

Maestro only

Signature Date / /

Name: Email:
Address: Telephone:
If you are a UK taxpayer, please tick the box below to add 25p to Please return to:
every £1 you donate. If your name is recorded as a couple above, Ad Afri
please circle which of you is making the declaration. vantage Africa

- _ _ _ 9 High Street

O | want to Gift Aid my donation above and any donations | make in Olney

the future or have made in the past 4 years to Advantage Africa. Bucks
| am a UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less Income Tax MK46 4EB
and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all
my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any Thank you
difference.
Please notify Advantage Africa if you want to cancel 9 ‘ ,
this declaration, your name or home address change ﬂ ( 7%6!/{ d ‘/t-
or you no longer pay sufficient tax on your income

You can also donate at:

www.advantageafrica.org/support-us Advantage Africa

Registered charity number 1092719

)
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I’d like to make a monthly donation (pto for single donations)

Advantage Africa\}

pathways out of poverty
Registered charity 1092719

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society
To: The Manager

DIRECT
Debit

Instruction to your
Bank or Building Society
to pay by Direct Debit

Service User Number
6 | 9 1 2 1 3

Bank/Building Society

CAF, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA

Address

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society
Please pay Chanties Aid Foundation Direct Debits from
the account detailed in this Instruction subject 1o the
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee.

| understand that this Instruction may remain with

Postcode

Charities Aid Foundation and, if so, details will be
passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)

Signature(s)

Bank/Building Society account number

Branch Sort Code
Date ommaryyy)
Banks and Bulding Sociefies may not accept Direct Debit instructions from some Yypes of account
This is not part of the Instruction fo your Bank or Building Society
My Details Donation Details
Name | would like fo make a regular donation of £

Umr Umes Ulms U other (Prease Specify)

Address

DMomhly I:IOuaTeﬂy DH&‘er&dy DAmuWCarrmnarg

o1 / LI] /UL ] &
15 / L] 7 DI E]

Gift Aid Declaration

Please Gift Aid this donation and any donations | make in the future or have
made in the past 4 years. | am 3 UK taxpayer and understand that if | pay less
Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Ad claimed on all
my donations n that tax year, 1 is my responsibiity to pay any dfference.

Please notfy us if you want to cance! this declaration, change your name or home
address or if you no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains.

(] 7ick to appiy

This guarantee should be detached and retained by the Payer

The Direct Debit Guarantee

DIRECT
Debit

+ This guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Soceties that accept instructons o pay Direct Debits

« |fthere are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit, Charities Aid Foundaton will notify you ten working days n advance of your account being debited or
as otherwise agreed. If you request Charities Ald Foundation to collect a payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the tme of the request

« If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Deb#, by Chantes Aid Foundation or your Bank or Building Socety, you are entitied to 3 ful and immediate refund of the amount
paid from your bank or building society - If you receive a refund you are not enttled to, you must pay it back when Charties Aid Foundaton asks you 1o

+ You can cancel a Direct Deb® at any tme by wnting to your Bank or Building Society. Written confrmation may be requrrad. Please also send a copy of your letier to us.



